The Causes of the World War
Berlin should intend aggression was intensified because
Pourtales's communication was not in line with the earlier
declarations of the Wilhelmstrasse, which had hitherto
accepted the partial mobilization against Austria as
natural and to be expected.
Two days earlier Jagow had told the Russian charge
d'affaires in Berlin: "We shall mobilize if Russia mobi-
lizes on our frontier, or if the Russian troops invade
Austrian territory." On the same day he informed Jules
Cambon that Germany would intervene only in case of
a Russian attack on Austria; and he spoke in the same
sense to the British ambassador, drawing a distinction
between Russian mobilization in the south, to which
Germany had no objection, and Russian mobilization in
the north.(n)
Apart from this disturbing contradiction in the atti-
tude of the Wilhelmstrasse, Sazonov had been deeply
impressed by the fact that though Pourtales emphasized
the "friendly", character of his communication, the tone
in which he gave it implied a challenge; and the Russian
Minister could not avoid the painful impression that he
was being threatened.(i2)
It was in accordance with instructions from Bethmann-
Hollweg that Pourtales had paid the visit which made
Sazonov so anxious. The German Chancellor's telegram
to Pourtales has been sometimes described as an ulti-
matum, but this description strikes Eugen Fischer(i3)
as too strong; nevertheless he says that it must be regarded
as a "pre-idtimatum." His opinion is worth quoting and
he considers that if she had decided to make war on
Austria military considerations would oblige Russia to
mobilize the whole of her armya since Germany made
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